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cure one of them. I am not a "colored soldier," nor have I "ever shown conspicuous bravery," but directly and indirectly with putting arms into the hands of ten thousand colored soldiers. The Director of the Mint informed me that it was necessary to have your permission to purchase one. I am,
*                With high regards, very truly yours,
R. D. MtrsssY, Military Secretary to the President
From Burnham Wardwell to General Butler
WASHINGTON, D. C., May list, 1865
DEAR GENERAL: I find there are parties asking for the appointment of collector at the port of Richmond, Virginia, whose claims are no better than they should be. S. P. Brown, Esq., an old friend of mine, says he can stop the appointment, and if I can get a letter of recommendation from Gen. Butler I can get the appointment or he can get it for me. If you will give me a letter I shall be under further obligations to you. I leave here to-day for Rockland, Maine. A letter directed to me at that place, care of Hon W. A. Farwell, will meet me there. I am, dear General, ^^ ML Sengntt B WARDWELL
P. S. A word or two about what was done and is now being done in Richmond. On our entrance, the first object or duty was to feed the starving. The same old committee that had been appointed by Jeff Davis and Co. was appointed by our authorities. The same ministers that have been mocking God and disgracing man for years by preaching treason were allowed, yes, even requested to preach on. The same or many of the men who aided in burning the Confederate vessels on Sunday, 2 of April, before the next Sunday were appointed sailing-masters and pilots on our boats. The man Graves, who had charge of building Confederate vessels at Norfolk when that city was evacuated, went to Richmond, took charge of the Confederate ship-yard there, worked until we arrived, and was appointed to take charge of U. S. Government shipbuilding and repairing. All the papers are in full blast, some of them have made nominal changes. A court has been appointed, which the day before we arrived would have tried and condemned a man, girl, or boy for treason, had they dared say they loved our old Flag, Stars and Stripes. Winder's detectives are unmolested, the worst of them doing business